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Mourning

ourloss...

Following the Sept.
11terroristattacks on
the Pentagon and
Word Trade Center,
members of Joint
Task Force-Bravo
cametogetheringrief
atamemorial service
at the base theater
Sept. 13.

Crew chiefs key to 1-228th operational success

By 1stLt. Richard Komurek
Public Affairs

What happenswhen aremotemilitary
location, equipped with adozen of the
Army’soldest UH-60 aircraft, istasked
withoneof the Army’ sbusiest schedules
of real-world missions?

The result is an environment where
constant dedication and vigilanceisre-
quired to ensure day-to-day operations
are met with success. Welcome to the
world of thecrew chief.

Before, during and after flights, crew
chiefsarebusy with aseemingly endless
amount of tasks and checklists to per-
form. Add tothisthedynamicsof are-
mote base like Soto Cano and one can
beginto seewhy beingacrew chief here
isoften described asavery unique and
challenging experience.

Ask any Black Hawk crew chief about
Soto Cano and you'll likely betoldit’s
definitely not likeanormal stateside as-
signment.

For many, being here is the assign-
ment of alifetimethat offersopportuni-
tiesnot found at home.

“Herewedo alot of varied missions
that you don't get to do at Fort Hood,”

said Crew Chief Sgt. Henry Juarez, 1st
Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment.
“You'renot astactical thereasyou are
here...being hereisareal lifemission. |
feel good about myself and about being
here, it makesmeappreciatebeinginthe
Army.”

Juarez also said helikes Soto Canofor
thetraining that he'sreceived here. In
thefour monthssincehisarrival he' shad
the opportunity to gain mountain quali-
fication and dunker heedswater survival
training, two typesof specialized train-
ing not easily acquired back at hisformer
station.

Though full of opportunity, Soto
Cano also presents crew chiefs with
hardshipaswell.

Behind the scenes, thecrew chiefsof
Company A must work long hours and
frequently work weekendsto keep their
aging 1980's Black Hawks operating.
It' saconstant battle that isinvisibleto
most whowork away fromtheflightline.

Amongthoseat thefront linesof this
battle is Cpl. Jason Young, aflight in-
structor and lead crew chief for Compa-
nyA.

After 14 months at Soto Cano, he

SeeChiefs, Page3
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Crew Chief Sgt. Henry Juarez in-
spects the rotor blades of a UH-60
Black Hawk during a stop at the San
Pedro Sulaairport.
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Commanders Corner
Taking care of computer problems easy

By Capt. Pam Alexander
Communications

A lot of people I’ve encountered at
Joint Task Force-Bravodon'tliketheir ;
computersfor onereason or anoth- '
er. Usually the reason is because =
the computer does not seem to co-
operate with the user, and the user
getsmad at thecomputer. Getting mad at
an inanimate object is pretty funny to
watch, especially to seeasenior NCO or senior
officercursingatit. IntheArmy signal world, we
classify alot of simple, correctableerrorsas* op-
erator head spaceandtiming.” That'sanice
way of saying the user screwed up, not the
computer.

There snoneedto yell and curse at your computer
becausetherearealot of smart peopleat JTF-Bravoto
helpyouif youhavecomputer problems. Wedoal ot of
troubl eshooting incommunications, sowemay beable
toanswer your questionandif not, wewill direct youto
someonewho canhelpyou.

If you haveany of thefollowing problems, then con-
tacttheHarrisLAN Office(Bldg A-52) at ext. 5109:

 Can'’t access Outlook e-mail account

» Password not lettingyoulog onor you' relocked

out

 Can’'taccessshared drives(GandH)

» E-mail accountisover thelimit

* Problem with mapping network printers

If you have any of thefollowing problems, contact
DyncorpIMD (BldgB-01) at ext. 4610 and openatrou-

bleticket. A technicianwill comeout toyour officeand
assesstheproblemandif possible, fix it onthespot.

*hardware problemswith computers, printers, scan-
ners, UPS, CD writers, or zip drives
eany computer software problems

*QOutlook “pst” files

BothHarrisand Dyncorp IMD arehappy
*9 assist you with your problems. If you
needfurther assistance, youcancall J6 at
ext. 4167. Weget lotsof callsat J6 that
turnout to be" operator head spaceand
timing,” but wedon’t mind assisting
youif it savessometimefor our con-
- tractors to deal with the tougher
problems. The next time you get
mad at your computer, andit’ sreally
the computer’ sfault (thisdoes hap-
pen from timeto time), call one of our
expertsbeforeyou go about tryingtofix it yourself.

Lastly, hereareafew tips- thingsto remember with
computer security hereat JTF-Bravo:

*Alwayslock your workstation when you leaveit.
On Windows NT, hit “Ctrl” “Alt” and “Delete” to
prompt the menu that givesyou theoptionto lock your
workstation. If youdon't haveNT, set up your screen-
saver to enableafter oneor two minutesof inactivity.

«Shut down your computer at theend of theduty day
andturn off your printer and monitor.

*Beonthelookout for e-mailswith viruses. If you
don’t recogni zethesourceand suspect it tohaveavirus,
deleteitimmediately and del etefrom del eted messages,
too. Reportitto Dyncorp IMD immediately. (Norton
Anti-Virus updates computers on the LAN from the
server.)
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Turningto scripture helps make senseoftragicterrorism attacks

By Chaplain (Capt.) Earl Vanderhoff
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Human suffering isadifficult and perplexing is-
sue. If welimit our investigationsand expl anationsto
thewisdomand philosophy of theworld, wearelike-
ly to surrender to desperation and despair. But if we
consider human suffering in the biblical context of
how God |lovesusand caresfor us, we see new possi-
bilities. The Biblical example of Job teaches usto
look for the presence of Godinour lives. Job under-
goes aconversation in his heart: from complaining
about what hehaslost to concentrating onwhat heis-
ason of God. Intherealization of hiswalk with God
he experiencesthe meaning of hisexistence; hedis-
covers the meaning of hislife. God alone is good.
Everythingwehaveisagift. TheLord givesandthe
Lordtakesaway. Whenwerealizethis, thenweexpe-
rience the resolution of peace and trust and confi-
denceinthefuturewith God. We praise God for the
blessingsweenjoy asAmericans. Wearethegreatest
and most powerful nation on earth. We believe that
each human being is created in the image of God
thereforeweview lifeassacred. Wehighly valuethe

life of every human being. As anation, we will be
strong; wewill unify and overcome.

Human suffering was not God's original intent.
Thepresenceof sufferinginour worldisthedirect re-
sult of sin, of living in afallen world; however, we
must remember that we are creatures- God aloneis
the Creator - andwearecalled upontoliveour lives
withinthelimitsappointed by God. Wehighly value
thelife God hasgiven us, but we dare not val ue that
lifeor any part of it higher than God himself. Thussuf-
fering, even death, isnot thegreatest evil that can be-
fall us. Thegreatest evil isdisobediencetoand disbe-
lief in God - refusingtolivewithin our creaturely lim-
its. Wemust each resol veto seek for God and commit
tolivein submissionto JesusChrist asour savior and
Lord.

When the peopl e of the Exoduswerewanderingin
thewilderness, they often complained that God was
far fromthem. Yet God wasascloseto them astheir
next breath. And God constantly reassured them of
thisnearness. The Exoduspeopleeventually didfind
anew place of freedom and peace.

Thesameistruefor us. Throughit all, Godiskeep-
ingvigil over usjust asGod did with the Exoduscom-
munity inthewilderness. Itisthekind of vigil that a
parent keepswith an ailing child or the night watch

one keeps while waiting for a loved one to come
home.
PROV 18: 10 The name of the LORD isastrong
tower; Therighteousruntoit and aresafe.
Pleasetaketimeto seek for Godinyour life. Con-
fessyour sinto him and ask himto show you thetruth
of salvationinJesusChrist. Only intrustand faithwill
werest in theloving care of our sovereign God. No
matter what thefinal outcomeof thistragedy God will
be your strength. Only in faith can we seek God for
comfort and consol ation for those who aregrieving
the death of loved ones. The scripture tells us that
thereisonly onemediator between God and men, the
Lord JesusChrist. Only faithin Christ givesusassur-
anceof eternity after deathin heaven. Each oneof us
must repent of our sinand seek for God. Wecanbeas-
sured that God understandsand knowsour grief. As
theprophet Isaiahtellsus.
ISA53: 3
Heisdespised and rejected by men,
A Man of sorrowsand acquainted with grief.
Andwehid, asit were, our facesfromHim;
Hewasdespised, and wedid not esteem Him.
4  Surely Hehasborneour griefs

SeeChaplain, Page3
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Base security heightens after attacks;
everyonehastotakeroleinforceprotection

By 1st.Lt. Emily Dierhka
Force Protection

Inlight of theworst act of terrorism
in American history, we must heed the
wake-up call and acknowledge the
profound effect the attack against the
United Statesof Americawill haveon
our collective psyche for years to
come.

It isimportant to learn from such
atrocities to prevent them from hap-
pening again.

As with the Khobar Towers inci-
dent, intelligencereportsdid not reveal
athreat. Wewerecompletely taken by
surprise. That’ swhereour vulnerabil -
ity lies.

We forget and settle into compla-
cency and our daily routines. Weget so
wrapped upinour work andlivesthat
wedon’'t give the probability of such
atrocitiesasecond thought.

The targets struck represented the
financial and military strongholds of
our nation.

Onecanspecul atethat theterrorists
wanted to demonstrate their power to
destroy two of the greatest entities of
our nation with theintent of crippling
usfor an unseen period of time. How-
ever, our nation became stronger on
Sept. 12; peopleof all races, religions
and beliefs united to aid the victims
andto show our resolveagainst acom-
mon enemy.

WeAmericansareunitedwithare-
solvethat will allow usto endure any
suffering, any pain, togotothelengths
necessary in the pursuit of justice.
Freedomisnot free.

Asdemonstrated, terroristsare ca-
pableof striking anywhereat anytime.
Themeninchargeof terrorist organi-

Chaplain
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And carried our sorrows;

Yet weesteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted.

5 ButHewaswoundedfor our transgressions,
Hewasbruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peacewasupon Him,
And by Hisstripesweareheal ed.

6  Allwelikesheephavegoneastray;
Wehaveturned, every one, tohisownway;
AndtheLORD haslaid on Himtheiniquity of us

al

Jesus Christ was sent by the Father into thisworld to
save usfrom our sinsand to demonstrate God’ slovefor
us. Hewill meet youinyour timeof need. Asthe Apostle
Paul teachesustofind comfortinfaith.

1 THESS4: 13 But | do not want you to beignorant,
brethren, concerning thosewho havefallen asleep, lest

zationsin Americaarenot stupid, une-
ducated peopl e; they arehighly skilled
and very good at what they do. Our
vulnerability lies in their capability
and our complacency.

It is our responsibility to remain
vigilant and make ourselveslessof a
target at work, at home and when on
themove.

You may think that you arenot vul-
nerable because you are thousands of
milesaway from New York and Wash-
ington, D.C.

Think again. You are vulnerable
just by beingan American.

Locally our greatest threat iscrime.
Protect yourself by not wearing expen-
sive jewelry or displaying large
amountsof money off base.

Don't attract attentionto yourself or
your group when drinking and hanging
out withyour friends.

Do not travel alone, especially at
night.

Onagreater scope, our greatest vul -
nerability lies when traveling for
pleasure, TDY or PCS.

» Keepawareof your surroundings
whiledriving. Noticethecarsand peo-
plearoundyou.

» Aimtotravel asinconspicuously
as possible. Travel on atourist pass-
port; keep documentsthat aren’ t need-
ed that may identify you asaservice
member packed away in luggage or
hiddenincarry-onbaggage.

* Obtainawindow seat near an exit.
Intheevent of askyjacking, terrorists
usually focus their hostilitieson isle
passengers.

Often times, we find ourselves in
foreign nationswherewe’ Il stick-out
no matter what wedo.

However, you can make yourself
less obvious by not wearing clothing

with Americanlogos, our flag, or any-
thing that showsan affiliationwiththe
military.

Usecivilianluggagethat blendsin
asopposedtothegreen dufflebagsthat
aregovernmentissue.

Donot tell peoplethat youareinthe
military.

If possible, travel with someone; do
not wander off into secluded areas.
Learn afew key phrases of the native
languagetohelpyouout ... justincase.

When stayinginahotel, do not take
aground floor room. Stay onthe2nd
through 5thfloors. Get aroom onthe
inside of the hotel, away from the
Street.

Keep your curtains closed and the
closet and shower curtainsopento de-
ny anyone a place to hide from you.
Answer thephonewithasimple*“Hel-
lo.”

Donot giveyour rank and name. Do
not leave documents in your room
identifying who you areand what you
do.

Mail lettersand postcardsyourself
(don’t usefront desk). Becareful what
you say on the phone and in casual
conversation. You never know whois
listening.

Just being cognizant of your sur-
roundingsand taking these stepsmay
prevent you and your family from be-
comingatarget.

If you see anything out of the ordi-
nary report the suspicious activity to
the Joint Security Forceat ext. 4170.

Remember, the responsibility lies
upon each of ustodo our part to protect
our livesand those of our great nation.

Onefinal thought: The expertsall
agree; it’ snot amatter of “if” theUnit-
ed Stateswill be hit with another act of
terrorism, it’ samatter of when.

you sorrow asotherswho have no hope. 14 For if webe-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will
bring with Himthosewho sleepin Jesus.

15For thiswe say to you by theword of the L ord, that
wewho arealiveand remain until thecoming of theLord
will by nomeansprecedethosewho areasleep. 16 For the

Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And thedead in Christ will risefirst. 17 Then we
who arealiveand remain shall becaught up together with
theminthecloudstomeettheL ordinthear. Andthuswe
shall alwaysbewiththeL ord. 18 Thereforecomfort one
another with thesewords.

Faithin JesusChrist canandwill giveyoucomfort! As
wetogether seek for God to strengthen our country and
guide, direct and grant wisdomto our president and com-
manderslet usspeak to each other about our faithand find
comfort. Think often on God’s promise... “And God
shall wipeaway all tearsfromtheir eyes; and there shall
beno moredeath, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
therebeany more pain: for theformer thingsare passed
away.” (Revelation21:4)

Chiefs
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knowsall too well thedifficultiesthat the
Black Hawk crew chiefs face each and
every day.

“Weareoneof theonly unitsdoing real
world missions on aconstant basis,” said
Young. “I’vedonemoremissionflyingin
14 monthsherethan| didinthreeyearsat
Fort Campbell.”

Frequent missions with aging aircraft
means a lot of work for the crew chiefs,
who are responsible for everything from
hydraulic systemstorotor bladesand land-
ing gear.

“The pilot flies and our job is to do
everything else. We work long days, 12
hoursat least,” said Young. “Sometimes
it’ sfrustrating to comein onweekends, but
it sapart of ourjob.”

And being in a remote location only
makes that job even harder. Sometimes
identifying amaintenance problemiseasy
but fixing itisanother story.

“We have alow priority for parts and
havetowait alongtime. It canbefrustrat-
ingtowait for partswhenyou know it'sa
simplefix,” Youngsaid.

Thoughinvisibleto some, the efforts of
crew chiefs do not go unnoticed and are
well appreciated by commanders, pilots
and otherswho work with aircraft. They
realizethework of crew chiefsisabsolute-
ly essential to U.S. aviation operationsin
Central America.

“Thecrew chiefsof the1-228th arethe
overworked, underpaid, under appreciated
workhorsesof thebattalion. Duringtheir
one-year tour, most crew chiefscan expect
towork 20to 40 weekends; get home after
the PX, post office, DFAC and pool close;
miss the start of most movies at the post
theater; and can expect to deploy to every
country inthe JOA (joint operationsarea)
...aswell asoneor twoin South Americaor
theCaribbean,” saidMgj. JamesWalton, 1-
228th deputy commander. “ Their attention
to detail, duty performance and ability
learn from othersis what keeps all of us
alivetofly another day.”

At Soto Cano, one thing is for sure;
there’ srarely adull moment for the crew
chiefsand other members of the 1-228th.
Between flights for training like SPIES,
rappelling and over water training to the
missionsof Central Skies, New Horizons
and humanitarianrelief, it’ sarareday that
one of their aircraft is not flying some-
whereintheareaof operations.

For many crew chiefsflyingisnot only
theend result but it isoften themotivating
factor behind their continued success.

Theability tofly frequently isalso one
of the reasons that the Soto Cano experi-
encetypically rateshighwith crew chiefs,
many of whom wouldn’t get nearly as
many hoursriding the skies back at their
homeunit.

“Flyingisthefun part of thejob, it gets
you out of the office,” said Young. “1 ex-
tended for six months because | like it
downhere. | likebeingabletodorea mis-
sions.”




Sept. 21, 2001

JTF-Bravo

NEWS

e e

Airmen across nation hear callto aid in disaster relief

By Air Force Capt. Jim Fuchs
AFPN

NEW Y ORK (AFPN, Sept. 19, 2001) — Senior Air-
man Edward Blunnie was watching televisionin his
Bayridge, Brooklynhomewhen* breakingnews’ cutin
totell himanaircraft had crashed intothenorthtower of
theWorld TradeCenter.

Thesouthtower collision, minutes|ater, served asa
call toaction. Blunniecalled 14 other local airmenwho
all took aleave of absencefromtheir civilianjobsand
arrived at ground zero several hourslater.

“Ijust couldn’t sit at homeand just watch this hap-
pen,” said Blunnie, a rapid runway repair specialist
with 514th Civil Engineer Squadron at McGuire Air
ForceBase, N.J.“ Thereareabunch of us, Brooklynre-
cruiters, twoguysfrom(Stewart International Airport,
Air National Guard), other guysfrom my unit, that de-
cided we needed to get together and do what wecanto
helpthesituation.”

Arrivingat “ground zero,” Blunniequickly discov-
ered that he and hiscontingent were not alone. Among
the hundreds of civilian rescue workers at the crime
scene, Blunniewassurprised to seeavast contingent of
military peopledoing whatever they couldtoaidinthe
recovery operations.

“It was great to see so many people who felt that
morally this is the right thing to do,” Blunnie said.

“There’snot alot of Air Force guysinthe New York
City area. | don’'t know where they came from but
they’reheretohelp sothat’ sall that matters.”

Among those Blunnie encountered was Staff Sgt.
Carlos Aponte, amember of the 514th Communica-
tionsSquadronat McGuire. Althoughthey arefromthe
sameReserveunit, thetwofirst met while“ chain-haul -
ing” rubbleaway fromthecrash site. Chain-haulingis
the process by which workersline up and form an as-
sembly lineto quickly moverubble or necessary sup-
plies.

“It'slikeafamily out here,” Apontesaid. “I'veal-
waysfelt that way about the514th, but out herewe have
alot of peoplewho don’t want any credit, they just want
tohelp.”

Aponte is an emergency medical technician who
worksfor Medicaidin Patterson, N.J. Hearrived at the
sitetwo days after the attacks, and intendsto work in
whatever capacity heisneeded until therecovery oper-
ationisended.

“l couldn’tjust sithomeandwatch TV,” hesaid.

“I'll take every vacation day | have from work if
that’ swhat it takes.”

Usingvacationtimeor leaveishow many of themil-
itary peopleare ableto stay at the World Trade Center
siteandfollow thecalling that brought them here.

Capt. Brent Unger, aninstructor withthe440th Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps Detachment in
Columbia, Mo., was on leave from his University of

Missouri post when hereceived newsof theterrorist at-
tacks.

He quickly changed hisleave paperwork and drove
12 hoursfrom ColumbiatoNew Y ork City. Hewasim-
mediately put towork.

“Just beforel got thererescueworkersweredownin
the hole digging — and they found someone alive,”
Unger said. “ Sincethen, I’ vebeen down deep, digging
away hopingwefind more.”

Unger, anintelligenceofficer by trade, wasplanning
toleavetheAir Forceinacoupleof months. Asaresult
of thisexperience, heisnow thinking of comingback to
beapart of any military responsethat may ensueasare-
sult of theterrorist attacks.

Unger, liketheother Air Force peopleout here, has
no imminent plans to leave. Many of the volunteers
have been working 18-hour daysand sleepingintheir
cars, justtostay closetotheoperation.

From obviouspiecesof airplanewreckage, to docu-
ments marked by what floor they camefrom, thevol-
unteersare constantly being reminded of how real and
how recent thistragedy is. Yet despiteall of theseemo-
tional reminders, they presson with little or no sleep
whileholding onto astrong sense of hope.

“We'renot heroes, we're just Americanstrying to
help other Americans,” Blunniesaid. “ Until everyone
isaccountedfor, we' regoing towork night and day to
find our countrymen.”

Airmen apply military skills to terrorist attack rescue efforts

By Air Force Capt. Lars Anderson
AFPN

NEW Y ORK (AFPN, Sept. 14, 2001)
— Thefirst thing that hits peopleisthe
intense acrid smell, and smokesstill bil-
lowingfromfiresmorethantwo daysaf-
ter the collapse of theWorld Trade Cen-
ter. Among the thousands of rescue and
recovery workersaremorethan 100 air-
men, reservists and guardsmen wearing
stateand city policeandfirefighting uni-
forms.

“It'shorrible,” said Tech. Sgt. Nick
Marchisello, afireman with the 514th
Civil Engineering Squadronat McGuire
Air ForceBase, N. J. “It’slikewalking
intohell.”

Marchisello, al7-year veteran, isin
New York withthe Clifton Fire Depart-
ment from New Jersey. Hiscurrentjobis
togoandlook for survivors.

Search and rescue dogs from the
Bergen County Sheriff’s Department
have gone ahead of the firefightersin
search of survivors. It will bethejob of
Marchisello and hisfellow team mem-
berstorescuethem, shouldthedogsdis-
cover anyone. The work is dangerous
work with fires still burning, and the
ground and debrisarevery unstable.

Staff Sgt. Anthony L atona, amember
of the 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart In-
ternational AirportinNewburgh,N.Y.,is
alsoafirefighter with Clifton. Latonare-
lateswhat he seesnow to histimeon ac-
tiveduty intheAir Forcewhen heserved
inAfrica

“l served in Rwanda,” he said.

“Y ou’ reexpectedto seeit there. Goingin
there, you' re expecting to seedeath and
devastation, but tobeherelikethisisjust
...," Latonadid not finish the sentence,
staring in disbelief at the wreckage be-
forehim.

“1I’velooked at thisskylinemy whole
life,” Latonasaid, referringtothetower-
ing 110-story twin towers. “They were
thereand now they’ regone.”

HisserviceintheAir Forcehashel ped
him preparefor thetasking missionfac-
ing himnow.

Marchisello could not agreemore.

“The(Air Force) fireprogram expects
and encourages you to constantly up-
gradeand continueyour education about
thefirefighting profession,” Marchisel-
losaid. “Peoplecometo you because of
the excellent training that you have re-
ceived and aregetting becauseyou arein
themilitary. What | learn (at the World
Trade Center) | can use in my job with
theReservesand viceversa.”

But, hesaid, nothing canfully prepare
afirefighter for what isencountered dur-
ing an actual disaster.

“ Seeing thisdestructionisunbeliev-
able,” Marchisellosaid.“ | canonly hope
that we canstill bring peopleout alive.”

Other peoplewithan Air Forcetieare
also hoping that they toowill bring peo-
pleoutalive.

Airman 1st Class Francis Perillo,
fromthe 106th Air RescueWingat Fran-
cisS. Gabreski Airport, N.Y., ishereto
help as well. As part of the New Y ork
City Emergency Response Team, Perillo
is spending his off-duty time combing
through therubblefor survivors.

“1 felt somethinginsideme,” said Per-
illo, a native of Bayshore, N.Y. “I just
hadto do something. It'shorrifying. |’ ve
broken down intears. I’ ve learned just
how preciouslifeis. I’mherelookingfor
peopleandtodowhat | can.”

A feeling of patriotism pervadesthe
entireatmospherearound theremainsof
theoncegloriousbuildingsindowntown

Photo by Capt. Jim Fabio
Tech. Sgt. Nick Marchisello, an Air Force Reservist and New Jersey firefight-
er,awaits the order to enter therubble of the North Tower of the World Trade
Center. Marchiselloisamember of the 514th Civil Engineering Squadron at
McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.

Manhattan. American flags are every-
where— on hats, on taxis, on radio an-
tennas, even on makeshift flagpolesin
the destruction zone. Messages of en-
couragement can be seen everywhere.
“God Bless Us’, “America Will Pre-
vail,” and most poignantly, “Rest In
Peacetothosewhodied...wewill notfor-
get.”
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A message from Secretary of Army aboutterrorism

White lets soldiers know challenges,
but said nation will win war on terrorism

My fellowfieldsoldiersall over theArmy, from
KosovotoKorea, wherever youmay behappening
to pull your duty:

Asyouall know by now, our nation, thisdepart-
ment and the United States Army wasattacked 11
September.

| want you to know that we have survived that
attack. That attack hasmadeusstronger andweare
now engaged inwhat our president hascalled the
firstwar of the21st century. Wewill winthat war.

Now thewar isnot goingtowoninasingleday,
orasingleraidor asingleevent. Weareengagedin
acampaignagainstacowardly enemy. Anditwill
takeusawhiletoroot himout. But |et therebeno
question about our resol ve, our discipline, our pro-
fessionalism, our tenacity; andintheend, theresult
of that war.

It started at apoint of timedictated by the ene-
my. ltwill endinapoint of time— asthe president
hassaid — of our choosing.

It won't be easy. But few things that are truly
worthdoing ever are.

Thisisour challenge: to preservethefreedoms
that make Americawhat Abraham Lincolncalled
the*"last best hopeonearth.” And| can assurethat
thecivilized peoplein countriesof theworld have
unitedinsupport of our cause.

Youandl,theAmericansoldier andtheveteran,
now carry thehopesof the American peopleonour
shoulders.

| know that you will doyour duty. | haveevery
confidence in that as does the Secretary (of De-
fense), the Chief, and the President of the United
States.

Americaexpectsnolessof youand | andwecan
donomore.

Andawaysknow that wherever you are, your
nation stands behind you with absolutely solid
support.

The Chief, General Shinseki and |, extend our
condolences, and ask God'’ stender mercieson our
foreign comradesandtheir loved ones.

Wehave 74 peopl eunaccounted for in our head-
guarters. Wewill mournthemandwewill shed our
tears.

They arepart of our family. But oncethat’ sfin-
ished, wewill goforward, with anger andwith pur-
posein our hearts, to seethiscampaign through to
theend.

Tuesday, Sept. 11 hasalready been described as
the darkest day in American history. | say to our
adversaries, bevery, very careful, for you arego-
ing to experience the finest hours of the United
StatesArmy asweprosecutethiscampai gnagainst
you.

God blessyou, God blessthe Army. God bless
our great nation.

Secretary of the Army

ThomasE. White

Serwcemembers and rescue workers hang the American
flag over theside of the Pentagon.

Old Guard finds Old Glory while helping in rescue efforts at Pentagon

By Master Sgt. Jon Connor
ARNEWS

likethis," thefive-year veteran said of theterrorist attacks.

Two other soldiersstaying busy at the Pentagon's search and recovery sitewere

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, Sept. 14, 2001) - Amidst therubble, lost
livesand broken dreams, asoldier fromthe Army'sOld Guard found an American
Flag unscathed |ate Friday morninginthe Pentagon.

For Pvt. 1 Justin Malonson, it wasaproud moment to be asol dier and American.

"I couldn't bemorehappier tolend ahand or help out,” said the 20-year-oldin-
fantryman of 1st Platoon, 1st Battalion, and 3rd U.S. Infantry.

Soldiersfrom The Old Guard have been tasked to conduct casualty retrieval op-
erationsand internal security in the Pentagon among other missionssince Sept. 11
after ahijacked American AirlinesBoeing 757 slammedintothe

Pentagon'swest sideat 9:38 a.m. shortly after two airlinerscrashedinto thetwin
towersof theWorld TradeCenterinNew York City.

Theflagwasfound under twofeet of debrisnear four dead bodies, Malonson said.
Theflagwasdescribedin"pristine" condition and hassincebeenfolded.

Malonson said hewasextremely proud to find Old Glory symbolically aliveand
well among so much destruction.

"Itwasjust God'sgrace," hesaid. "Wetook ahit but Americawill overcome.”

Staff Sgt. Stefan Still, 23, asquad |eader within 1st Platoon, said The Old Guard
soldiers, knownfor their ceremonial activites, have been performing quitewell con-
sidering the conditionsthey now find themselvesin.

"I'mvery impressed with them," said Still. " They'relooking at stuff that no one
their ageshould ever havetolook at.

"Theroutineisgone,” Still said. "The Old Guard has shifted all itsmissionsto
this."

Casualty retrieval will continueindefinitely, Still said. " There'snoway of know-
ingwhenthat missionwill beover," adding that "it'sgoing to takeawhile."

"[t'sjust amazing and beyond comprehensi on that somebody coul d do something

Spc. SuzanneJenkinsand Sgt. L atashiaKuhl whowork inthefield of behavorial sci-
ence.

Their missionisto mentally prepare The Old Guard soldiersbeforegoinginto
conduct casualty retrieval and bring mental stability back tothem upon exitingit.

Jenkinsand Kuhl are part of four-to-five personteamswhottry to bring normalcy
to anightmarish situation.

"They wanttodotheir job," said Kuhl of Fort Belvoir, Va.'sDewitt Community
Hospital. "Most importantly, wetry to feed them information to prepare them men-
tally."

Kuhl said it wasimportant to hel p the soldiersmaintain a" positiveattitude" con-
sidering theadverse conditionsOld Guard soldiersmust endure.

Jenkins, who normally works at nearby Fort Myer's Andrew Rader U.S. Army
Health Clinic, describedretrieval conditionsashot, dark, and wet.

"Wegather information and spreadit tothe(casualty retrieval) soldiers,” Jenkins
said. Thegoal isto"makethemfeel normal” again, shesaid.

Whilethegruesomemission of recovering bodiesmust go on, one Old Guard sen-
ior noncommissioned officer said thesoldiersjust want to keep searching.

"Theguysdon'tfeel likethey'redoingenough,” said Sgt. 1st ClassAlan Marinoff,
platoon sergeant of 3rd Platoon, 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment.

Likemany of hissoldiers, Marinoff hasnot slept at home sincetheattack, but in-
stead isstaying in barracksat Fort Myer.

Some of the other missions The Old Guard performs, likeinternal security with-
inthe Pentagon, may not seem exciting, but isdefinitely needed, hesaid.

"Itain't sexy, butit'simportant,” Marinoff said. "I'venever been moreproud of sol-
diers. Theseguysareincredible."

Asanyonewho haswatched tel evision coverageof theretrieval operationsat the
Pentagon knows, it isnot an around-the-clock type of mission. Itisonethat ischar-
acterized of intense searching and then followed by periods of waiting as safety of -
ficialsassessthestructural situation.

"Theworst partiswaiting for somethingto do," Marinoff said.
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Orphans enjoy fun,food,games during visits to base

Left: What better away to spend a hot summer
day on Soto Cano than getting wet and wild like this
onasSlipn’Slidewatertoy. AFFORmembers spon-
sored a visit from local-area orphans Aug. 23.
While they were here, the children were treated
with lunch and aday full of activities.

Below center: 2nd. Lt. Clint Magana, nurse,
demonstrates howto openwideas heinserts aflu-
oridetreatmentto alocal orphan.

Below Right: Col. Daniel Davidson, flight sur-
geon helps ayoung orphan break open a candy-
filled pinata.

MEDEL hosted avisit of more than 100 children
to Soto Cano for Honduran Children’s Day Sept. 10.

Movies, games, sports and apinataparty arejusta
few of the fun activities the unit had for the chil-
dren.

They also used thevisit as an opportunity to im-
prove the children’s health by suppling dental
treatments and giving haircuts.

Other Children’s Day supportwas given to thou-
sands of children by the Joint Task Force-Bravo
Civil Affairs and the Honduran Charity Organiza-
tion.

The charity organization purchased 89 pinatas
and 880 pounds of candy for civil affairs to hand
outto 22schools,two churches and threeorphan-
agesinthreelocal-areacommunities.

Photo by Martin Chahin

AnesthesiaNurse Maj Jeffrey Schultz, right,is demonstrating howto use
anasopharyngeal airway with the help of 1st. Lt. Anne Hartmann, middle,
RN, to Honduran nurse Wilfredo Romil, left, during anursing conference
Sept.5hosted by MEDEL. Honduran nurses from Comayagua, LaPaz and
Tegucigalpawereinvited to the seminar, which focused on basic nursing
skills. During the seminar, the two groups compared and contrasted the
way American and Hondurans practice the nursing profession while shar-
ing insighton how they take care of patients at the Honduran facilities.

“This benefits us by helping prepare us for MEDRETES; it helps us on how
to take care of the Hondurans who come on base along with lets us know
what kind of medical care a servicemember is going to be getting if they
need medical care here,” said Capt. Emily Wassum, register nurse. This
was thefirst nursing seminar sponsored by MEDEL.

Photo by Martin Chahin

Keep away from stray animals

By Sgt. James Barclay
Preventive Medicine

Rabies, if left untreated, will befatal. Every year thereareover onemillionre-
portsof animal sbiting humansinthe United States. Many casesinvolve serious
injury andafew evenendinfatalities. Animal bitesarevery commoninHonduras
aswell. They aremuch moreseriousbecauserabiesismuch moreprevalentinthis
country. Anaverage of five casesof human rabiesisreported each year inHon-
duras. Taking afew precautionscan help to keep you from becoming abitevic-
tim.

Thesimplest and easiest prevention isavoidance. Do not go near stray dogs
and cats. Injured and sick animal sarefar moredangerous. They areal sothemost
likely carriersof rabies. Stray animalsonly stray wherethey canfindfood. Do
not feed stray animals. Feeding strays only makes the problem worse. Trash
should be placed in the appropriate receptacl es and the doorsto the trash sites
should besecurely shut behind you.

If someone happensto bebitten, take note of theanimal’ sappearance- size,
color, markings. Do not attempt to capture the animal unlessit issafeto do so.
Someone el sebecoming another bitevictimwill not help. If possible, leave some-
onetowatch theanimal and track itsmovement and contact Dyncorp.

Dyncorp hasastray animal removal program. Call thetroubledesk to report
stray animals. Notify Veterinary Servicesat ext. 4198, of any sick or injured ani-
mals. After duty hourscall theEM T desk at ext. 4190 Wash thewound thoroughly
with soap and water for at | east five minutes. Report to the emergency roomfor
medical treatment and haveasearchinitiated for theanimal.

All biting animal smust be placed under quarantinefor rabiesobservation. Any
cat or dog that i sinthetransmissibl e stage will show symptomsof rabieswithin
10days. If theanimal cannot belocated, thenthe RabiesAdvisory Board at Joint
Task Force-Bravo’ sMedical Element may el ect to start the patient onimmuniza-
tionsagainst therabiesvirus. All dogsand cats maintained here on Soto Cano
must be vaccinated against therabiesviruson anannual basis. And any animals
returning to the United Statesmust haveahealth certificate.

Thebest prevention against animal bitesisto stay away from stray animalsand
any animal not knowntoyou.
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MWR TriviaContest

ENTRY RULES:

*Only activeduty military areeligibleto participate.
*Only oneentry per person per contest.

*Completed entriesmay begiventotheMWR Manager, H- 401, Monday to

Friday, 9a.m.to4p.m., or e-mailedto Robin R. Gonzalez.

*Entriesmust bereceived by: Thursday, Sept. 27

*Completed entrieswill beverified for accuracy by anindependent judging
panel (PAO, MWR and onevolunteer).

*If noneof theentriesarecompl eted, then entrieswith themost correct answers

will bejudged.
*Decisionsof thejudgesarefinal.

*Completed and correct entrieswill bemaintainedintheMWR safeuntil the

Commander’ sRadio Talk Show.

A disinterested individual will draw two correct entriesand announcethewin-

ners.
*Prizeswill be awarded thetwo winnersand may be picked up at theMWR
Manager’ soffice.

TRIVIA QUESTIONS (answersmay befoundinthelibrary):

WhereisHaifa
WhereisBucharest:
Whereis Stonehenge:
WhereisSargjevo:
WhereisMt St Helens:
WhereistheTa Mahal:
WhereisAngkor Wat:
WhereisConey Island:
WhereistheLouvre:
WhereisTopeka:
WhereisVirginiaCity:
WhereisSugar L oaf Mountain:
WhereisZamboanga:
WhereisReykjavik:
WhereisMoose Jaw:
WhereistheRoss Sea:
WhereisNome:
WhereisCaracas:
WhereisDallas:
WhereisCholuteca:
Whereisthe Sistine Chapel:
Wherearethe 3 serviceacademieslocated:

NAME: UNIT
DUTY PHONE VERIFIEDBY:
DATE:

JTF-Bravo

Sept. 21, 2001

Chapel Family Support Group
prepares spouses for U.S. life

gmma

Photo by Spc. Sarah Maxwell

Spc.Michael Monaghan, chaplain’s assistant helps aHonduran spouse, Miri-
an Rodriguez, with the English program atthe base education center.

By Spc. Sarah Maxwell
Iguana Editor

Servicemembers who marry Hon-
durans while being stationed at Soto
Cano now have an opportunity to better
preparetheir spousesfor their new lives
intheUnited States.

Thebase chapel hasstarted the Fami-
ly Support Group, whichisdesigned to
help Honduranslearnthe American cul-
turealong withwhat they will encounter
being amilitary spouse.

Meeting twice aweek at the chapel,
spouses and some couples are given
classessuch ashow to usetheeducation
center tolearn English and how to read
anleaveand earningsstatement.

They also have guest speakerscome
intotalk tothespouses.

“We'retrying to givethem asmuch
information so we can to makethistran-
sition easier for them,” said Chaplain

(Capt.) Earl Vanderhoff, who is in
chargeof theprogram.

For coupleslike Sgt. 1st Class Samuel
Supulvedaand hisHonduran wife Nor-
ma, thisprogramisvery appreciated.

“1 cometothechapel tolearn because
I’mgoingtoacountry | don’t know any-
thing about,” said Norma, through her
husband’ strandlation. “1 wanttolearnas
muchaspossible.”

“I"mnervoushbecausel’mgoingtoa
country that speaksEnglishand | don’t
speakit. | wanttotake Englishclassesas
soon as possible and find friends that
will help me out as soon as possible,”
Normaadded.

Samuel istrying to help hiswife be
self-sufficientinthe statesbecauseasa
soldier’s spouse she will undoubtedly
haveto take care of the household when
her husband needstoleave.

He said everyone with a Honduran
spouse can also benefit from this pro-
gram.

Seatbelt safety may makedifference between lifeor death in an accident

By Tech. Sgt. Troy Wright
Fire Department

Many states now have laws requiring drivers and
passengersaliketowear seatbeltsor pay astiff price.

Sadly, many peoplestill resist using seat beltsand
pay anevenstiffer price-their lives. If you'restill un-
convinced that seat belts can mean the difference be-
tweenlifeand deathinan auto accident, takeamoment
to consider thefollowinginformation.

TheExcuses

1) “I can’t movewiththosebeltson. They’resoun-
comfortable!”

2) "It s better to be thrown out of the car than be
trapped in by aseatbelt.”

3) “l only drivearound town; how can| get hurt go-
ing 25 milesper hour?

4) “I"'magooddriver. I’ venever had an accident.”

TheAnswers

1) Thefactisnewer seatbelt design allowsfor total
freedom of motionwhiledriving. Thelatching device
that securesthebelt only goesinto effect when the car
joltsabruptly, asinanaccident.

2) People who are thrown from cars are 25 times
morelikely to bekilled thanif they had been held se-

curelyintheir seats. Further, intheunlikely event your
car catchesfireorissubmerged, seatbeltscan keepyou
from getting “ knocked out” and greatly improveyour
chancesof escape.

3) Themajority of all car accidentsoccur within 25
milesof home, and 80 percent of all seriousinjuriesand
fatalitiesoccur in carsgoing 40 milesper hour or slow-
er.

4) Y oumay beagooddriver, but therearesituations
beyond your control such asweather and road condi-
tions(not to mention other drivers) that can affect your
safety. Drivepreventively and useyour seatbelt.

Safeand Secure

When all issaid and done, it paysto remember that
seatbeltsweredesigned with your safety and security in
mind. Seatbelts, likesafety seatsfor children, canmake
alifeand death differenceif you or your loved onesare
involvedinan automobileaccident. Useyour seatbelt.
Thelifeyou savemay beyour own.
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BRIEES Guatamalan, American Airborne
team up for first combined jump

AKOAccounts
For thefirsttimeinhistory, Joint Task Force-Bravo Army Airbornemembers

Every soldier, reservist and Army teamed up with Guatemalan“ Paracaidista’ Airbornesoldiersfor acombinedair
civilianwill berequiredto havean Army training and jump exercisein San Jose, GuatemalaSept. 14 and 15.
Knowledge Online account by Oct. 1. Theexercise’ sintentionswereto bringthetwo Allied forcestogether inacom-
This requirement was spelled out in a bined training environment and improve the esprit-de-corps between the two
memorandumsigned Aug. 8by Secretary countries’ militaries.
of the Army ThomasE.Whiteand Army Theforces shared similar living accommodations, ate together, trained to-
Chief of Staff Gen. EricK. Shinseki. gether and on Saturday’ sexercisethey culminated thetraining by performing [ 2

TheArmy NewsServicereportsthatin four liftsof staticlinejumpstogether.
thefuture, soldierswill nolonger haveto Theclosing ceremony highlighted thetrai ning opportunity betweenunitsand  ha, g
send away for copies of their personnel celebrated with the exchange of each army’ sparachutist wingsinaformal pin- f& Y e « "9 \
andfinancial records. They will beableto ning ceremony. apt. Nadine Gerber gets her first
accessthisinformationthrough an Army set of Guatemalan jump wings.

Knowledge Onlineaccount. Eventually,
they will also be ableto view and update
their personnel dataontheWeb. All Army
KnowledgeOnlineuserswill begivenan
e-mail account that they can use for the
rest of their career and even after retire-
ment. The e-mail address will stay the
same no matter wheresoldiersand civil -
iansare stationed worldwide. Tosign up
for an Army Knowledge Online account
visit www.us.army.mil and click on the
“I"'maNew User” link toregister.

Free Spanish Classes

Free headstart Spanish elementary
classes are available through the Soto
Cano Education Center. StopintoBuild-
ing H-56tosignup. Classesstart Oct. 2.

- - " N
¥ o 7
First-L evel Spanish ‘g T ¥ L
6to8p.m.--Mon., Wed., Fri. AN AT N Off the ramp of a CH-47 helicopter
5:30to8p.m.--Mon., Wed. Led by JTF-Bravo Commander Michael Okita, the first six-soldier drop went six combined airborne jumpers
waits the final seconds before challenging gravity and going airborne. ontheway to thelanding zonetarget.
First and Second L evel

5:30to8p.m.-- Tue., Thur.

Protection From Bugs

Protect yourself from infectious dis-
eases|ike Dengue Fever by getting your
uniform treated with Permethrin, anin-
secticide, at MEDEL. Call ext. 4190for
moredetails.

Thrift Savings Plan

Beginning Oct. 9, active duty and re-
serve component service members can
chooseto contributeapercentageof their
pay to the military’s thrift savings pro-
gram (TSP). The American ForcesPress
Service reports that the TSP had previ-
ously beenavailableonly tofederal civil-
ianemployees. Thefirst enrollment win-
dow for persons who entered military
serviceon or beforeDec. 8, 2001 isfrom
Oct. 9, 2001,to Jan. 31, 2002. Persons
who join the uniformed services after
Dec. 8, 2001 will have 60 days after en-
tering servicetoenroll inthe TSP. Mili-
tary memberscan enroll in TSP by com-
pleting a TSP election form and submit-
tingitthroughtheir local servicebranch g
finance office. Service members can b
download enrollment forms and obtain B 'ﬂ,
other information fromthe TSPWeb site Photos by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
al WWW.tsp.gov. Sgt. Christopher Moore, a parachute rigger with AR-  landing at the Guatemalan drop zone. Moore was one
FOR, wrestles his wind-filled chute after asuccessful of 15 Americans to participateinthe combined jump.




